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INTRODUCTION. 


Printed Letter, containing the General Addreſs, 
Plan, and Contents of this Eſſay, was ſent abroad 

under conſiderable diſadvantages. No ſooner had I reaſon 
to believe that it was candidly received, than I felt ſeverely 
for the cauſe it was intended to ſerve. Very numerous 
ideas crouded upon me, on the importance of the work, 
aud the outlines which had been ſuggeſted. Deſtitute of 
the advantages of regular education, and immerſed in a 


variety of ſecular concerns, I was immediately aware I 
bad not only expoſed myſelf, but what was of infinitely 


greater moment, the cauſe I had eſpouſed, to the cenſure 
of the ſcholar and ſtudent in divinity, who might have a 
defects of ſtile. Conſcious of having but one cauſe to 


| ferve, I think myfelf on all theſe accounts obliged thus 


ſpreading it immediately to the delay that would have 
occaſioned. And in the moſt ſerious manner can aſſure 


candidly to ſtate my apprehenſions. 
Some things I could have remedied, had I not preferred 


my Brethren that I ſhall acquieſce in any deſerved. cenſure 


| with ſome pleaſure, if the attempt produces the labours 


| of abler pens, or leads to any thing which will promote 
peace. It may alſo leſſen the imperfeQions of this work 
to obſerve, I do not preſent it to my Brethren as a proper 


ig 
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inv./ligation of the ſubjedr, but rather as a Teich of 4e leid 
principles which will bear to be purſued and applied in order 
to promote union. Want of leiſure and information prevent 
me from proceeding iuto many conſequences that might 
ariſe from theſe ſentiments. One thing I would parti- 
cularly remark, I have ſtudiauſly endeavoured to keep in 
view, that we are under no obligation to purſue any ſyſtem 
but what is dictated by the oracles of God. An attempt 
is made here to bring the whole ſubject of our diſputes to 
the law and to the teſtimony. The point aimed at is 
not ſo much to eſtabliſh any particular plan, as to prove 
that fo far as we forget that zue are Brethren, we muſt expect 
diviſions with all their evil conſequences. If I have ma- 
terially failed in this, it will affurd me ſome conſolati. n 
to think I have wiſhed to promote peace; to hope I have 
neither diſregarded nor dcfignedly wreſted the Scriptur: s ; 
and that I have ſtudied to avoid wounding the minds of 
others whoſe 1 intentions were pure. _ 


* 


M. LONGRIDGE. 


P. 8. However this attempt may be treated, I hare 


little opportunity and leſs inclination to reply _ 
to any remarks which may be made on it. | 


un 5.2K a Ft 
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Chap. 1. Surveys the New Teſlament Church. It is a volun- 
tary Society, formed on principles of brotherly love, having one end 
in vic et. he obtaining eternal life. Subject to one lawgiver, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Walling by the ſume rule, his revealed will. 

The Government of this Society conſiſts, in a due execution of 
the laws of Chriſt relutive to the appointment of its officers — 
receptton—CG1:rnment and excluſion of its Members —decent 
management of al! us affairs. | 
This Government not aſſumed by any diſtin? part, in oppoſition 
to the reſt, i ariſes from the concurrence of the at · Hale mutual 
deubcration and acquieſcence iu the gõneral jullgment, the 
great bond of union in the primitive church. „ 
Chap 2. IWWherein the Methad'fls correſtond wi h the primitive 

church. They are a Socicty of Brethren, voluntarily united, 
av1wing the ſame principles and end, fulje to the ſame lawyer, 
and walking by the ſame rule. 5 = ES 

Their Leaders, Quarterly, Diſtriꝶ and Conference Meetings 
are voluntary Meetings of mutual deliberation for the general 
good. The penple have much nniom and influence with the 
Preachers in the appointment of Stewards, Claſs Leaders, and 
Preachers. | | 

In the reception, government, and exclufion of Members, and in 
u- har relates to the decent management of the affairs of the Con- 
ne tian. | 8 | 
Wherein the Method fs differ from the primitive church. Some 
d fit in the means of mutual deliberation between the Circuits and 
Conference. No conflant intercourſe open. An Aſſiſtant Preacher 
the only medium. . | 

Reaſons for that being inſuffi ient ; negligence, ignorance, d:/ign 
may prevent Conference underflanding the ſentiments of the 7 
No final appeal eflabliſhed by mutual conſent. Conference the only 


one. Reaſons for its not being effeual, chiefly want inter- 
Exil: 


0 3 
Evil which ariſe from theſe effetts, reſerve, diftruſt, difference 


in „ oppoſite interefts, mutual claims to power, to 
civil law, means to divide rather than unite the Connection. 

Chap. 3. Probable moans to remove theſe evils. Duarter-days 
the b:ft means of collefting the ſenſe of the people. Annual addreſs 
from each Circuit to Conference. Each addreſs to be noticed in 
munutes. Minutes delivered at quarter-days to Circuit 
Stewards. 3 = 
eations to 

Chap. 4. or ER who are folicitowe to 
introduce the Sacraments. 4 
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5 P. 4. 
A Strwey of the New T eftament Church. 
I. IJ. diſorder in the world has a departure from the 


Divine will as its origin. 

The preſent contentions amongſt the Methodiſts are cer- 
tainly owing to this cauſe. Were it clearly underſtood and 
fully attended to, all would be of ane mind, one judgment, 
ſtrĩiving together for the hope of the Goſpe "g 

An unfeigned deſire to ſtrengthen he bonds of peace, 
and increaſe the unity of the ſpirit has given riſe to the 
following Effay ; in which it is intended, 
1. To ſurvey the Ser ptures which relate to the govern- 
ment of the Chriſtian Church. 

2. To trace the circumſtances wherein the Methodiſts 
correſpond with, or differ from, the primitive church as de- 
ſcribed in the * Teſtament, with the evils which arife 
from a want of attention to Scripture principles. 


3. To attempt to point out ſome probable ſteps towards | 


terminating our diviſions. 

4. Affectionately to addreſs all parties. 

If what is written be according to the oracles of God, it 
will doubtleſs command attention; if not, it will be juſtly 
neglected. 


If we enquire, 1ſt. What is meant by che Church? 2 


2. What is implied in its Government? 3. By whom that 
Government is executed? 4. What is the nature of that 
power which is exerciſed in it? it may lead us to N 
thing important in this part of the ſubject. 

_ Tit Then, the Scriptures countenance the idea of the 


Church univer ſel, which includes the whole myſtical body of 
B 2 9 Chriſt, | 


r 


( 2 ) 


Chriſt, in all places, and at all periods. Heb. Xii. 23. Col. 
i. 18. Acts xx. 28. 


2. The word Church ſometimes denotes the whole body 


of thoſe, who make any vifible profeſſion of a religious re- 
gard to the revealed will of God; whereof fome have the 
power, others, only the form of Godlineſs. Heb. ii. 12. 
1 Cor. xii. 12, 28. Eph. iii. 10, 21. Matt. xxv. 1, 2. xx. 
16. and xxii. 11. 

3. Sometimes the word denotes only one par:icular Society 
of Chriſtians, proſeſſedly devoted to God according to the 


rules of the Goſpel; uſually meeting for Divine worſhip in 


one place, or, to ſpeak more exactly and fully, + A com- 
pany of people voluntarily united together, profeſſing thein- 
ſelves influenced by the ſame principles, aiming at the ſame 
end, walking by the ſame rule, and ſubject to the fame au- 
thority :”” this may be called a particular viſible Goſpel 
Church, and to which the following obſervations priucipally 


refer. Gal. i. 22. Acts viii. 1. xiti. 1. 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 


Acts ix. 31. Rom. xvi 5. Rev. i. 11. 1 Cor. xiv. 23. 

The Government of a Church appears to imply A due 
execution of the laws of Chrift relative to The appoint- 
ment of its officers—Reception, government, and excluſion 
of its Members And the decent management of all its 
affairs to its edification.” OS 

I know not how to expreſs myſelf more clearly than by 
_ obſerving, that the proofs of this ſeem included in conſider- 
ing, by whom this Government is execnted ? 

To determine which, it is neceſſary to confider, whether 
it is executed by any particular part of a Chriſtian Church 
without the concurrence of the other? or it is done with the 
concurrence of the whole, as far as circumſtances admit ? 
To exemplify this, it may be obſerved thoſe mcant by the 


Officers of a Church include, its ſpiritual teachers, and thoſe 


who are entruſted with the temporal affairs. The former 
I ſhall promiſcuouſly term Biſhops, Elders, Teachers, and 
Miniſters. AQs xx. 17. Titus i. 5, 6. 2 Pet. v. i. The 
latter Deacons. Acts vi. Do the Scriptures of the New 


Teftament imply, that either of theſe were appointed to 


their office by the people without the advice and ſanction 
of their teachers? or were they appointed by the teachers 
without 
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without the advice and far tion of the people to whom they 
were known? or were they generally appointed by the 
teachers, with the reqgneit and coucurreuce of the people? 
Acts xiv. 23. 2 Tim. tt. 2. Tit. i. 5. Acts vi. 3, 5. and 
xi. 22. 2 Cor. viii. 19, 23. 1 Tim. iii. 2, 8. Tit. i. 6, 9. 
1 Tim. #1. $, 12. and iv. 14. 

The appointment of nien to the office of an Elder feems 
to have reſted with the Apoſtles and Mimiters. Acts xiv. 
23. 2 Tim. ii. 2. Tit. i. 5. 1 Tim. iv. 14.— Thoſe who 
were Miniſters of Chriſt, by che laying on of hands, teſtificd 
their approbation of others as fitted for that work. Yet it 
ſceins equally clear, that they mulP have had the concurrence 
of the people iu this: 1. Becauſe the people had a voice in 
the clection of a Deacon; and if they were conſulted where 
their temporal intereſt was concerned, much more ougit 
they in their eternal. 2. Their Teachers were to be meg 
of goed report: Now, the characters of thoſe who defired 
the oifice of a Biſnop mull be Known either by Divine in- 
ſpiration, or in an ordinary way. If by Divine inſpiration, 
the primitive church can form no precedent for this day. 
If by ordinary means, tie teſtimony of the brethren would 
be the ſtrongeſt ground for the preſbytery to determine on.— 
From ail theſe conſiderations, I infer, that though the judg- 
ment of Minifters appears naturally to have the greateit 
weight, in determining who are fit for the work, though the 
New Teſtament ſeems to have given them a greater power 


in this than in almoſt any thing clſe relative to the govern- 


ment of the Church ; yet reaſon aud ſcripture both lead us 
to believe the Apoſtles themſelves uſed every means in their 
power, to have the judgment of the brethren, relative to the 
charaRer of thoſe they received into the miniſtry, and that 
they would not have ordained any one evho 2vas not of goed 
8 


2. The Deacons were appointed in the primitive church, 


to take care of its ſecular affairs, that the Biſhop or Paſtor 


might be more at leiſure to attend to its ſpiritual concerns. 
Acts vi. 2, 3, 4. It is evident they were choſen by the 
multitude of the diſciples, and by them ſet before the 


Apoitles, who laid their hands on them. Acts vi. 5, 6. 
2 — . --  #® 
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3- I do not recolle& any Scripture which part ic ilarly 
decides on the perſons who were to receive others into the 
communion of the Chriltian Church ; but it ſeems moſt na- 
tural to conclude, that this would reſt, in its executive part, 
with the Paſtor of that church to which they applicd, and 
that they would have recourſe when neceſſary, to the judg- 
ment of his brethren, appears from conſiderations nearly 
ſimilar to thoſe advanced before on the ſubje of a Miniſter. 
The accounts we have of the formation of the Chriſtian 
church at and after the day of Pentecoſt can hardly be deem- 
ed a precedent. If baptiſm be conſidered as the badge of 
their admiſſion into the Church as well as their prof. ſon of 
Chriſt, it is evident our Lord ſent his diſciples to baptize 
men, and that this is peculiar to the office of a Miniſter. 

This ſubje& may receive further light by enquiring into 
thoſe Scriptures which relate to the excluſion of Members. 

4. The New Teſtament particularizes ſeveral evils, for 
which men were to be rejected from the Chriſtian church: 
but moſt of theſe imply, that it was more immediately the 
ad of the Church than of its Miniſter, to unite in ſeparating 
ſuch offenders from their communion. * See Tit. in. 10. 


2 Tim. ii. 17, 18. 1 Tim. i. 20. and vi. 3, 4, 5. Rev. ii. 2. 


Heb. xii. 15, 16. 1 Cor. v. 11, 13. Gal. v. 12. Rom. xvi. 
17. 2 Theſſ. xiv. 15. Matt. xvi. 16, 17. 1 Tim. v. 20. 
1 Theſſ. v. 14. 2 Cor. ii. 7. 

The inference which appears to ariſe from theſe two laſt 
ſubjects is, that the Miniſters of the Goſpel generally re- 
ceived any who made a profeſſion of faith in Chriſt ; that 


they finally excluded from their communion ſuch as the 


_ brethren proved to walk unworthy of that profeſſion. 
5. The government of the Members of a Church, as far 
v is concerned in the preſent queſtion, implies a due ſuper- 
1atendence over its various Members, that they walk as be- 
comes their profeſſion, in their ſeveral relations to God, their 
neighbour, or themfelves. This ſuperintendence, though 
preatly connected with the office of a Miniſter, by no means 
belongs excluſively to him. That it belongs in ſome degree 
to all is evident from the very nature of Chriſtianity, which 
is particularly iutended to teach men to care for the happineſs 


of 
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- Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt had 


= of 


of others. The Scriptures in the preceding ſection ſhew 
how far every brother is concerned to warn the unruly and 
rejet the diſorder!y. | 

6. As there are ſeveral eĩreumſtantial things concerning 
the management of the mere externals of religion, not ex- 
preſsly provided for by Jeſus Chriſt, it neceſſarily follows, 
that churches have a power of preſcribing to theraſclves ſuch 
particular methods, forms and rules reſpecting theſe things, 
as they judge mott agreeable to that rule, Let all things be 
done decently and in order, to editication.—Thefſe may re- 
late to the time and place of worthip, to the means of pro- 
viding for the ſupport of a Miniſter, or other circumitances 
of a ſimilar nature. That every determination of this nature 
ſhould be done by the judgment of the major part concerned 
is evident, from the evils which would ariſe, if individuals, 
or the leſs part of a community, had a power to rule the 
greater, contrary to their judgment. 'This would not only 
be contrary to the common ſenſe and uſages of mankind, 


but to every part of Scripture, which teaches us to ſubmit 


ourſelves to cach other in the fear of God. Eph. v. 21. 
Jo let nothing be done through ſtrife. Phil. ii. 3. aud act to 


be wife in our own conceits. Rom. Xii. 16. 


The following Scriptures allo ſerve to ſhew how contrary 


it is to the cuſtom of the primitive church. Acts xv. 22, 
23. 2 Cor. viii. 19, 23. 


Will it not follow from this ſurvey, 1. That the Chriſtian 
church was a voluntary Society, united by principles of 
brotherly love. 2. That the power exerciſed in it was a 
power ariſing from the concurrence of the general body.— 


No power was affumed by one part of the community in 


oppoſit ion to the reſt ; Miniſters and people had no ſeparate 

intereſts. No attempts were made to lord it over God's 

heritage. £ 
The power of its rulers was conferred on that part of the 


community for the good of the whole; the Church war a 

Society of Brethren, and admitted. no ſuperiority of individuals, 

but what aroſe from their utility to the whole. The brethren 
| vere honoured for their work's ſake. | 


This power did not interfere with the civil power. The 
nothing to do with puniſhing 
B 3 the 


„ 
the bodies, ſciaing the property, or impriſoning the perſons 


of oſſenders; or io impoſe any thing on the conſciences of 
any of its members. 

The authority of ſuch Societies conũſted, only in brotherly 
admonition aud reproof, or at moſt, ſeparation from the 
ſpecial privileges of church feilowthip with themfelves.— 


Ecclefiattical hiſtory ſhews how the Chriſtian church hag 


lutered by a depaiture from theſe principles (A.) 


c H A F. I. 
IWherein the Meth di. cor re pand with the Prinicive Church. 


HE Methodiſts are a Society of Brethren, voluata- 
rily united, avowing the fame principles and end, 
ſubje& to the fame lawgiver, and waiking by the ſame rule. 

Their Leaders, Quarterly Diaric, and Conference Meet- 
ings, are voluntary mecings of mutucl deliteraticn for the general 
Sead. The people have much union and influence with the 
Precchers, iu the appointment of Stewards, Claſs Leaders, 
and Preachers. In the reception, government, and excluſion 
of Members, ad in what relates to the decent mazageracut 
of the affairs of the Connection, fo far the Methodiſts appear 
to correſpond with Scripture principles. 

In enquiring wherein they differ I obſerve, 1. If the 
Church of Chriſt be a Society of Brethren, if the deũ- 
_ nition given of the nature of the power cxerciſed in its 
government be in the main true; it will follow, that its 


Governors ſhould admit mutual deliberation with thoſe they 
es allow ; and, that ſbould cir- 


govern, as far as circumſlanc 


_— which tead is form any 


Appoſtien of judgment or interiſi in itt di parts, 
uld „ eftallifhed by mutual conſent, whenever it 
| Can be done without violating the rights of conſcience. From the 
Scriptures already produced, it ſeems natural to infer, that 
the community in general, were conſulted when neceſſary, 
and that they determined difiicult caſes by a 


deſectiuc. 1. There wants a fuller communication W 


2.18 


general voice. | 
In theſe inſtances, the preſ-nt ſine of the Methodiſts ſeems = 
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the ſercral parts of the hody.—2. There does not appear a 
final appeal by mutual conſent. 

How theſe may be eſtabliſhed is not caſr to determine.— 
Yet, if attempts are made on all ſides, ſurely the God of 


| = and truth will guide the meek in judgment. Some 
I 


nts will be ſuggeſted in a part of this F oy. Want of 
information may render them uſcleſs, but the attempt is 
juſtifiable. At preſent this ſeems the root of many other 
evils. Mutual claims to diſtin power have ariſen, ariſen 


| to great height. Each party is conſcious of the purity of 


its own intentions; each profeſſes to ſeek peace and truth. 


Surely men ſo diſpoſed, only want a fuller communication with 
each other, and 4 final appeal by muiucal 9 nt, to terminate 


their differences. 


But let us examine in a general view, the fas which prove 


a want of fuller intercourſe between the Conferei ce and the 
people, before we proceed further. 

1ft Then, As far I underſtand the nature of the Methodiſt 
Connection, the Traveling Preachers aſſembled in Con- 
ference, by the voluntary conſent of the people, have a power 
to receĩve and ſtation Preachers, to collect and apply money 
for the ſupport of the Miniſtry, to divide Circuits, and to 
form annually ſuch rules as relate to themſelves and the body 
at 
| . "np is a communication maintained between the 
Conference and Circuits by the Aſſiſtant Preacher; who in 


| private, in Leaders, and Quarter-day Meetings, has oppor- 
tunity of converſing with the people on all ſubjcets of. 


moment. 
3. Yet it is certain, that in ſome reſpects this 3 


| is not ſo effeQual as our circumſtances will admit. The 
motives which our Preachers avow at their entrance on the 
work, imply a ſtrict attention to the complaints and concerns 


of their people. Individuals and Circuits may have recourſe 


| to Conference, but it not being an avozoed part of our plan that 
Circuits ought regularly to communicate their ſentiments to Con- 
| erence, naturally determines the People to apply through the 


medium of an aſſiſtant. 


Now be differs i in his judgment from, or be unfuillful in, 
1 repreſenting the fon ntiments e Circuit, or if he be &; ipuſed not 
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tn collect them, the people may be ruled without being” con- 
ſukes, () they may he totally deprived of having any voice, 
even a negative) iu ſending Preachers into the Connection, 
in the diviſion of Circuits, or in the formation of any rules 
for their own government. 

That there is no final appeal by mutual conſent will 
appear, if we conſider, that when a proper mean ts g abliſhed 
for admitting del:i:rations wwith the pecyle, the Criiference alone 
are the proper ruler: of the Methodift boy. Bat, that as 
far ar the means of mutual delrberntion are ucglected, the peo- 
p muſt be ruled without their own conſent. Hence, when 
circumſtances ariſe in which the fentiments of the body in 
general is neceſſary, there will not only be a defect in ob- 
taining theſe ſentiments, but there will be no effective me- 
thod of prevailing with that body to acquieſce in ſubjects, 
on which they have not been ſufficiently conſulted. In other 
words, there will be no final appeal to which they will ſub- 
mit by mutual conſent. This is certainly the preſent ſtate 
of the Methodiſts 


The Conference is, prope:ly ſpeaking, the only appeal to | 
which the people have an idea of ſubmiting ; but conſcious | 
that they may not be fully repreſented there, the power of 


Conference ſeems not ſufficient to preſerve the union of the 


body. This evidently ariſes from a want of ſufficient inter- 
Conference. 


courſe between the Circuits and 


2. If it be aſked what is meant by 8 final appeal by | 


mutual conſent? It is anſwered, the ſubject has various 


difficulties; yet as I rather wiſh to expreſs ideas than inſiſt | 
on mere terms, I will, as briefly as I can, obſerve, «*Tu 


any means by which the Mcthodifls can unite, to determine on 


every thing relative to their community, and to which, they will 


individually ſubmit the determination of ſuljedir which ariſe in 
ll ut „ 

At nt, I repeat, the want of this a s to be one 
ſource of our diſorders: hence we ſee, diviſions in Societies 
on ſubjecta, on all ſides confeſſedly non-eſſential to their ſal- 
vation; contentions about legal right between the Truſtees 
and the Conference; a tendency to the ſame between the 
Truſtees aud the People, and between the Preachers them- 


ſclves. 988 . Toi: 
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To whom this appeal ſhould he made is eaſier to ſay, than 
the particular ＋ to which i it may relate. 

A difference of judgment is unavoidable in the preſent 
ſtate. Right of judgment is every man's prerogative. Obe- 
dience to its dictates, is the juſt diſtinction of an unright 
mind. Yet, a proper deference to the judgment of others, | 
and a conceſlion of our own, when the rights of conſcience are | 
preſerved inviclate are the great bonds and ornaments of 
ſociety. | 

It is therefore with great propriety the Scriptures exhort | 
us, to ſubmit one to another in the fear of God. 1 

There is ſome difficulty in applying theſe remarks to par. | 
ticular caſes; there is a peculiar oue in the ſubject before us, 
as every Society may be called a Church, or the whole hedy 8 
may be coniidered in that view. Hence, in ſome inſtances, 
the judgment of a ſmall part may affe&t the whole. Vet 1 
diſtinct Societies have a final appeal withia theinſelves, on | 

ſubjects which affect no other. In caſes of neceſſity, the — 
people ought to be individually conſulted. In all caſes they '1 
ought virtually to be ſo. | 
The whole Connection may have a finul appeal in the \v 
deciſions of Conference, provided every means of delibera- 
tion be uſed. 

At preſent the ConneQion hardly kd by what | 
| means they may unite in mutual deliberation for the good of . 
by | the whole. The Conference is the only Channel; but the = 
4 imperfect communication the Circuits have with it, and 
o& | With cach other through that medium, has led them to 
T7, | tempt other means to deliberate themſelves, in a manner 
which wears the face of appoſition. 

1 The evils which have ariſen from want of ;ntercourſe and 
ot 
mutual ſubmiſſion are very numerous. 

May we not attribute to theſe cauſes that it is not under- 
ſtood on what ſubjects the ſenſe of the Brethren collectively, | 
one re to be received, and attended to by Conference? Want 1 
ties | Of intercourſe creates Reſerve in the people, leaſt they ſhould = 
(at. | grieve the Preachers by improper applications; by this = 
tees | Means, * ariſes and Zealoufres are ſpread through the 
the | Connection, 'that the Conference want to rule without con- 
ee 3 . 

To | 2 
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difference of judgment, this want of intercourſe, attended 
1155 referve and ſuſpicion, flrength:ns the force of proudice, and 
inflames the violeme of party. When theſe ſubjects intereſt 
the whole budy (as thoſe this year) there ſeems no centre 
of intercourſe ; letters are circulated at an immenſe expence, 
and inſtead of uniting to deliberate as the diſciples of Feſus 
Chriſt, parties are formed formed in the worſt manner. 

May we not attribute to this, the different claims of power, 
and the improus appeal to civil law? Had the body of Me- 


thodifts ge by mutual conſent a final appcal, and bad 


they enjuyed a ſufficient intercourſe with it, ſhould we have 
had the affecting ſcenes which have taken place this year? 


Would the moſt diſtinguiſhed men in the Connection have 
had occaſion to treat each other with the ſeverity they have 
done? Would they themſclves have felt the neceſſity of cir- 
culating papers, calculated more to divide than unite the 
parties ? 

To a want of ſufficient intercourſe, an unwillingneſs to 


fubmut in love to cach other, I caunot help attributing a 


conſiderable part of theſe circumitances which threaten to 
divide * deſtroy the Methodiſts. 


CHAT . 
Plan of Union, Q. 


URELY if any means can be ſuggeſted which may 1 


diſperſe the clouds that hang over us, they ought to be 
tried. Is there any better way to reunite ns than by 
reverting to our firſt principles?” Let us love and live as 


bretbren ; let us keep this in view, and apply it as far as 
poſſible. Open the fulleft intercourſe between the Conference andl 


Let theſe be united in love, OY Oy 


people 2 — * — not deſire 
their power ſhould be leſs; nay, many conclude their hands 
are not made ſufficiently ſtrong, that in many inſtances their 
8＋— their difficulties are ſuch, 2s Bone 
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put the head of the Church can ſupport them under; yet 
many of theſe arile from the people not ſufficicatly ſharing 
their burdens. ITow to open a fuller intcreourſ: between 
the Conference and People has juſtly, been thonght difficult. 
The medium of an Aſſiſtant Preacher has beer long tried. 
The work of Conference is fo important, that to increaſe it, 
man be thought inexpedient. Delegates from Circuits or 


D: *ri&s in general will certainly be attended with much 


Tacomenicence. Notwithſtanding what has been ſaid on the 
tendency of our ſyſtem to depart from Scripture principles, 


vet 1t 1s allowed, that we poſſeſs much of the ſpirit of bro- 


therly love in the whole of our æconomy; and perhaps we 
only want a ſtricter attention to the pureſt principles of our 
union, and not a deviation from our plan, to countera& the 
evils which cxiſt. Ihe Leaders? aud quarterly meetings ap- 
pear to be formed on the very principles of the primitive 
Church. AID: 

In mt cafes they are adequate to the affairs of a Circuit, «vhen 
they are nat, diſirict mectings are an additional help. Conference 
is gur final refort. . 


Toe writer ventures to ſuggeſt, that an explanation from 
Conference of their deſire to communicate in the fulleſt 


manner they can with their pcople, would greatly unite the 
body, and tend to allay jealouſy. This avowal of their ſen- 


timents might point out the intercourſe at preſent ſubſiſting, 
by means of the Afiftant Preacher recommending to all 


who intereſt themſclvcs in the work, to render Quarter days 
as public as poſſible, to uſe their beſt endeavours to inform 
their people how far they were called upon to take an active 
part in the concerns of the Church. = 


That when cafes occur which can not be determined at 


Quarterly Meetings, Diſtrict Meetings will attend to them; 
what can not be determined there, may be referred to 
Coufcrence (c). | 


Perhaps it will be prudent to point out to the Connection 


at large the great inconvenience which will attend a meeting 
of numerous Delegates from the Circuits with Conference. 
As iſt it muſt conſiderably increaſe the expence of Con- 
ference. 2. It will he nearly impoſſible to diſcuſs the-im- 
menſc number of ſubjects, with the debatcs they muſt occa- 
- ſion 


( m2 ) 


f.on in ſo numerous a meeting, in auy time that could be 
appropriated for the purp2te. 3. Few Delegates could 
eter into the general bulineſs of tac Conference, hence 
much of their time muſt be. loſt, 4. Lhe Circuits would 


entruſt a degree of. power with an invidual leſs capable of 


Jerving them than the Members of Conference, when they 
may do that for themſelves in a much more effectual manner. 


Fully convinced that Delegates would nut anſwer the 


Purpole d-iigned, ſome plan ſimilar to the following would 


be tried in order to open a ſufficient intercourſe between the 


Preachers aud their People (p.) | | 


Cutlines of a Plan ſubmitted to the Methodiſts in general, but more 
snmediatcl y to ihe Preachers, as a means ts p, me a permancnt 


union Gnong jt us. 
a 


the quarter-days as public as poſſible ; in order to this, he 
will fully explain to the Societies the neceſſity there is for 


their Stewards as their repreſentatives conſcientiouſly to attend 


the quarter-days. es ts 
2. That the quarter- day previous to Conference, a letter 
ſha!l be ſent from each Circuit, ſigued by the majority of that 


Meeting, expreſſing their views of the ftate of the work of | 


God in the Circuit, together with -their ſentiments on any 


ſubjoct they think important, either to themſelves, or the | 


Connection in general. 


3. That in caſe any queſtion ariſes in which the perſons 


aſſembled at quarter -· day differ in their judgment, and it le 
ſuch a nature as to nerd a diujiſiun upon it, it ſhall be deter- 
mined by the Brethren afſembled, not as individuals but as 
repreſentatives of the ſeveral Sucieties ; fo that the number of 
te whole Brethren in a Circuit, by this means, may eafily 
determine a queſtion; each Society only bearing the juſt 
proportion of number in the whole. body (E.) 
4. We think it couſiſtent with Scripture. principles, that 


in ſuch caſes as are ſuppoſed, due honor ſhould be paid to | 
the judgment of thoſe who watch over our ſouls ; and there- 
fore recommend that every Claſs Leader be conſidered as 
having wo votes, every Local Preacher or Exhorter three, 


and 


1. That Conference requeſt every Aſſiſtant will render 


labour. 
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and every Travcling Preacher Fur. As we do not contider 
that any ſecular advantage ought to increaſe the inHurner of 
individuals in the church of Cd, we do not fer the propricty 
of giving Stewards and Truſtees ar mcr2aje of infirunce, wil t 
it be in caſes where property clone is concerned. If a diiference 
in judgment ariſes merely on that account, we think it right 
that Stewards of Societies ſhould be allowed , Circuit 
Stewards three, and Truſtees ur votes. No perſon votin;y 
in one capacity ſhall vote in a different. 

5. That the quarter-day ſhall addreſs their letter either to 
the Conference, or a Committee of Conference, which they 
ſh:1] prefer. | | 

6. That the Conference, either at a day ſet a-part for that 
pnrpoſe, or in a Committee, receive, and read over the dif- 
forent letters. Such as need particular anſwers may be re- 
ferred to a Committee, fr, de the control of Cr ſerruce. 
Thofe which req ure no part ĩcnlar aulwer may be noticed 
in the minutes wnder one general head. | 

7. That at rhe firſt quarter-day, enſuing Conference, the 


minutes ſhall be delivertd to the Circuit Stewards, and read 


to that Mecting. | | a 

8. We alſo think it might be expedient if a fimilar cor- 
refpondeace were inſtituted between the quartcr-day and 
Dittrict Mectiugs. : . 
Dy tbeſe meaus a direct communication, an avowed and 
manifeſt 1.itercourſe would be opened amongſt us, as a body 
which could not caſily be abated by the inattn.ion, tororance, 
or ar! of few individuals. | 

If it be fd a plan of this nature would conſiderably in- 
creaſe the labour of Conference, it is aulwered, 1. Diviſions 
in the body will do ſo mich more. 2. The Torerament 
of fo large a body of pcople mult be attended with great 
3. This appcars to reduce the labour into as fina!l 
compaſs as polſhble. 4. To ſuppoſe 100,000 ſouls can be 
governed without ſome /:ffi-tent intercourſe with their rulers 1s 
unproper, aud that to let others rcepicſent them, when they 
may act for themſeltes, is the probable way to creat? 
£ rICV-UNCTS, | | | 


Numeroms amend nents may dowhileſs be made to a plan 


of tuis nat: te; but its geacra! keadruc; Te) prefcrve at union 


= 
2 0 


* 


(SF 


* evident. %ippte for i- ſtance the whiote Nody wort 1. be 
afitat'd on ike ſubject of the ſacrameut, aud that tht en- 
ing Conference were te be poiliffed of the ſentiments of 
tre prople ou any queſiton or number of queſt.ons which 
11a cou v ther ſentiments through the medium of the 
lait quarter-duy; would they not fee more clearly the things 
which promote peace, thin it that ſubjvet be agitated by 
parties in the manner it now ie. 
Nay can we ſipboſe any act taking place in the Cen- 
ference, Which in this fente, would not alſo be the act of 
the provle? Would it not preferve à confiont means of re- 
movin all jcalouves and grievances? Can we conjecture any 
cirommance which needs remain unvxplained ? at prefent 
this may be dene; bt ordinarily it can only be done in what 
manner an I3taat thinks fit. Were it an eſtabliſhed rule 
or the Circuit to correſpond uitu the Conference, in ſame 
manner fi:nilar to this ſuggeſted, there world be little occa- 
ſion for Del:gates, They might in lome particular cafes he 
deemed neceiſar y, but theſe would not be numerous. The 
people ſenſible they had an opportunity of ſfealziug for 
hemſelves would be ſatisſiæd. . 
Should we not be a city at unity in itſchf, each part of 
the body keeping its proper place. All uniting in lovc; 
both in deliberaticn and action for the good of the Whole. 
A full intercourſe and final appeo!, an intcreourſe by which all 
may communicate their ſentnncuts on thoſe ſubjects in which 
they are intereited ; an appral to which they ſubinitted by 
conſent. —lf this would not tend to prevent diviſion, I ain 
at a loſs to know what would. The people would no longer 
he jealous of the Conference, nor the Conference of the 
people. Each would know what be had to do, and where 
the reſort was. Every man might then think for lui:mſeif, 
and act according to his judgment. 
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FTOHERE are a Front numher of the Brethren in the 
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a fie rong deſie to receive the Sacraments, from the hands of 
their own Preachers. Contidecabic oppoſittin has het made 
to th: 3, un varie ACCOKRTS, 

Pts oY * oy „ dad mich. nie and anmo- 
rte. Plc ch d. it the zatradluction f the Steramente, 


_ conundry thernteives t Nei N 19 etl NY the oracles of 


(val, 74; 1 „n NM aemntiy, Lie ur affection 1 13 * Fakt ned co. ard 
neu, e *. Ane! nem fur ctr bed: CCC. to C nr: "It. _ - 
preſt with this vicw, they can tre no just ground tor the > 
of ** oppane Ats. Far troin ac 1 Fa * oſt 7 * * on 
UT PETS COUTTUTY do S. v ipt. ire, will N 3 myſelt to the 
. 5” wy offer this 97 poflit ion, permit me to tt we: cit 
ſore views which mn av Iilc your tu prize at, or uit y 
again them. Weigh candidly their ſentiments, ard the 
arguments thev produce for them. 'Tho' they may not 
bias your indg:nents on the tihect in queilion, yet they may 
ſerve ta often the force of preju dice ax. their be rſons. 
Youu may recallrct that ucither their judgment on this ſub- 
ject, nor even the tever:ty of thei ir „ haviour to you, may 
allcct tl. var ſalv: tian. Fea: * it 15 polithle that you may 
diſcern in the pertons oi your yppanents fume traces of your 
Lord's image, and forge ine the difference of your vicws, or 
tlie injuries yo are ſupputce to have rececived, love, love to 
tuem as pour breibren in Chr! may draw your affeciiuns 
towards then. 

1. They urge that if the Lord's fapper he 3 TY 
miniſter: d by the Methodiſt Preachers it will alter the whole 
plan of the Methodiſts, be a general departure from their 


original deſign, which was, to leave the eſtabliſument and 


every other party un.ntcrrupted, that the effect of admi- 
niſtering the Sacrament amongit us, will be to draw of a 
very large body of people from their Connection with the 
Church of England, which, at this pared, would be highly 
* 
That whatever arguments are now formed againſt the 
— of the eſtabliſliment, or other communities, were 


equally forcible in the riſe of Methodiſm. 


3. That the priinitive Methodiſts, Preachers, and People, 
underſtood the Bible, loved it, and had conſciences full a3 
tender as ours, They loved their Preachers, as fervently as 

B 3 


ve 
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ne can, vet, they d not think themtilovs bliged ts come 
RY with them alot. 
4. As they c mot attrihte either ſtenorance or d. Nm 
Intion, to uch a b. dy of nien as the firit 1 and 

>tethodifts were, they conclude, their reaſos for het! *. eing 
the Sacraments amongſt thvintelves were Petr 3 elye- 
cially, as they had fr: en of POT: nities of cums: es tit 6: 
V. ith each other, in the Salbeliſl. nent, d 4 FeCeT\ n tren 
tlie clerxy, who latorred ure the Societies. 

1 Tucy rritetuber thous; * with theſe views aden: cd 

lieir profciion, : aud triamphed over death, kence they con- 
clude a departure from theſe principles count be cientinl 
to ſaleation. | 

There are thuulands of our Brethren, who think that 
theſe are ſutfcicut reaſons a: uinit introducing the Sucramer ts 
at preſent. 

That, whatever wcigzht theſe had at firſt, they have in- 
creaſed, from tlie experience of half a century, and =_ p.e- 
ſent ſlate of affairs. If vou W t fee the force of th ſe 
arguments, bear with thoſe wlo are niftaenced by tem, 
excreiie the fine love towards yu. Lrethren of tne relent 
day, as to thoſe who are pour, hr e that they act according 


to the cleareſt light they have. Bewart leafl you forget 


one of your Lord's commands w.der an apparent 2 a! for 
another. | 
Remember lic that ſaid D, this in remembrance r. me. aid 
als New Commandaent as [ give unde thet ye "WY une 
enather, If mdecd you bcli-vc that your opponents are the 
children of God, if their vpp:tition to you, do not amount 
to a damnable hertſy, look ſtedſaſtly at their motives, and do 


Hot attribute a waut of judgment to a worſe cauſe; by this ; 


Means, whatever violence there may be on their part, the 
ways of (d, will not, on your arcount be evil ſpoken of, 
you will have the auſwer of a good conſcience, a teit:mony 
that you arc of God, becauſe you love the brethren. 

But you fay, it is unneceſſary to plcad thus with you 
you do not condemu your brethren for their attachment to 
the eſtabliihmeut, you will rejoice to live with them as 

brethren if they will give you the right hand of fellowſhip, 
and permit you to act according to the dictates of conſcience. 
Satis- 
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Satisbed with ſuch 2 declarvin, I would addreſs tl. Gſe 
who blame you for pleading the dir , ernfrience and the 
commanets nf God, "Vile, Brothre 1, ore facred things. Whao- 
ever alſures 118 they are tho inotives of their conduct, com- 
mands our attention. If our bicthren, who are ſolicttous for 
the Sacraments, do indeed aſäzu theſe as their reake ins, 
conſider in whoſe nume they fad, do not deny them thoſe 
rights, „ 85 MM 00.3 mf! be fel, need yourſelves, If 
the I I. . peaks in his word, we mult leave events to him. 

I eep'! . this in view it may be aſced, 1. If the Sacra- 
ments were to be FENG" 0 into the Methodiſt Socicties, 
would not choice who prefer com municat ing cHewhere have 
thai Privil. dec: Ha r vant m: nor; ty ot tlie peo le prefer 
tie eltabliiiun eat, wound ve not continue there? 

2. It the Muthodifts do not act from principle our con- 


tention is / unneveiiry, it they do; if the budy of the Me- 


thodifts, from ric Ip ink oit the S from their bre- 
turen, is not ery att; t to rcttrain them an act of vio- 
lence %o e nſcience? 

3. It has been fard, that the admiſſion of the 8 lers eme 
will weaken the val if the Preachers for tlie falvation of 
men, and abſorb them in a contell for — and precedence, 
for titles and honors ( $ | 

I; there a confiderate, conſcientious man in the kingdeom, 
who will deliberately aſſert, that there is any neciſſury con- 

. n between the remembrance of the death of Jetus Chriſt, 
2 a conteſt for place, precer!ence, titles, and honors ? With 
reluctance I purſue the reflections this objection has given 
riſe to; but perſuaded that jealouſy (cruel as the grave) 
is one ſource from hence our difo:ders proceed ; that there 
is tlie oTrcateſt necellity for preventing that accurſed gangrene 
from {reading its inLucnce any further. I refer my bre- 
threa to a note annexed (6.) 

4. Is the adminiſtring of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper 
a plain command of God or not? Is it true, or falſe, that je- 
ſus Chriſt deſired his fullowers, to di this in remembrance of 
him ? Did he command his miniſters to bapt ie in the name of 
the Father, Son, aud Holy Cult! ? as this will admit of no 
d: ſpute amongſt us. , 

| It 


(s) 

It muſt further be atked, Do we contider the Methocliſts 
as the profc fed followers of Chriſt and their preachers as his 
miniſters? If this be denied, it muſt be ailowed, the Scrip- 
tures alluded to, do not affect them, but if not, thuſe who op- 
poſe them on this ſabjret, (whatever argumeuts may be 
brought from precedent, or other circumitances) would do 
well to conſider whether they are not in ſome danger of 
mul ing wa the commands of God, by the precep sf men ? If the 
reaſuns advanced againſt the Sacrament ought to ſilence your 


brethren, and prevent tem from condemuing you, for not 


uniting with t!:em in thoſe ordinances, ſure the plain commands 
of God, ought to prevent you from treating chem with violence 
and caſting them out, me on acccunt of an avowed atiach- 
ment to the dying commandinent of their ſuffering Lord. 

5. Admitting that the effects you dread ſhould follow. 
Suppoſe the whole body of Methodiſts ſhould, by this means, 
ſeparate from their other religious connections. Suppoſe 
a conteſt for places and hondrs enfue, mall we do evil that 


good may come? Will a violent oppulitiun to men when 
they vow obedience to the phin commands of Ged prevent. 


ſuch evils? No, my brethren, wnatever others do, let us 
walk by the uncrring rule of Scripture, aud leave our bre- 
thren and fellow creatures to account to him who judgeth 
righteouſly. 5 


Let every Society act for itſelf. Let each individual 


judge for himſelf. If the major part of a Society prefer the 
Sacrament (4) What part of the Bible will ſupport us in 
oppoſing them? Why ſhould we forſake the aiſembling with 
them on that account ? 

The reception or rejection of the Lord's Supper never was 
made a condition of our union with each other. The (ole 


condition was truly manifeſting a deſire to flee from the 
wrath to come. Let us not alter this important part of our 


old plan. Unite in feparating ſinners from your Society as 
zcalouſly as poſſible, but let it not be pabliſhed to the world 


that you divide from men merely b:cauſc they ſte au their love unto 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


6. There are ſtill fronger motives to prevent our brethren 
{cparating from thoſe, who deſire to participate with them, 
the memorials of Chrift's death. Remember, my brethren, 
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co frcond aàprearing of that Saviour, and far, In what light 
will ;t then GL Derr 10 yourte! Iven, Fu men am] „gels, to the 
Ti.dge ben. ti. at you rejected tlie „ou believed were 
his follo ers, cuir lecuuſe they were ſcicitçus to unite with 
von, in preference to others, in the cœntinnal remembrance 
of the amaze rye: ries of TeGe mp tion 3 ; unt you rejected 
your breti ro Y woante ther prefers <ul GDCF UT the plain com- 
mauds MH i; 80 26 791 ther 400 f. r Ion. 

Theſe tings arc not written to (flame but to preſent 
the tubjet? in that view, in which it muſt appear when 
ſtripped of 31 the circummbances tal now arte: ud zm. If the 
reception of the Sacraments are aliowed wher wer defired, 
will not the contention ceaſe ? If the Sacraments arc the real 
cauſe of dicifion, is not the £2,joQ in its proper light? Do 
not ſome fe 'parate trom their hr th: ren » in: een, 2nd can 
ther evade the conſequences aliuded to? 

Perſuaded that nothing will prevent a divifou x conſi- 
derations of this nature do nat, I would leave this ſ. ubject, 
and addreſs ſome of our brethren who are par ticularly i in- 
tereſted in the debates which have taken place. 

Amidſt the numerous parties which have ariſen in the 
preſent controverſy, there are few who have been treated 
with greater ſeverity than the 'Truitces. To vou, Brethren, 
I would here addreſs myſelf. 
| When many of yuu are conſidered with an eye of Chriftian. 
love; when your general characters as individuals, and your 
actions as 4. of the Metliodiſt Societies, are cavdiely 
reviewed, we are ready to allow, you have ill deſerved the 
barſh cenſures you have ſuffered. 

There may be ſeveral individuals of a very different cha- 

rater ; doubtleſs there are ſome whoſe immurality or worldly 
mindedneſs have juſtly ſeparated them from the Society, 
But ſurely numbers of the Truſtees. are very different. It 


may be juſtly aſked, Are not many of you, in poiut of under- 


ſanding, amongſt the firſt claſs of your brethren ? Many of 

ou are men of {ound judgment aud conſiderable iuformation. 
Many are men of eminent piety, full of faith and love, mani- 
feſting in your intercourſe, with the world, the iniud which 
was in Chriſt ſeſus. Men, diligent in bunncis, fervent iu 
ſpirit, full of all goodneſe, able to almoniſh ond another, rich 

in 
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in good works, filled with fraits of ri;chtecuſneſs, as trees 
ptanted by rivers of water bringing forth, richly, all manner 
of fruits in their ſcaſon? Are you not worthy of much 
eſterm in the Connection ? D., not the Miethorttiits owe you 
much in the Lord ? Next to thoſe who watch over our fouls, 
and rule well, are not our brethren, the "Truſtees, to be 
honoured for their work's fake ? Yes, Brethren, we ought 
not to forget your works of faith and labours of love. We 
remember, to whom under God, we owe, I do not ſay our 
fou's, nor the G-jhel ; but the comfortable means by which ve nowu 
leur it. In how many inſtanccs have whole Societies and 
Towns bern favored with the regular preaching of the 
Word by the mcans of ſome of our brethren, who, in the 


infancy of the work, ventured (perhaps) their whole pro- 


perty to effect it. God has not been unfaithful, he has in 
this life rep:id you an hundred fold. Neither ought we to 
be ungrateful to the inſtruments, any more than to the author 
of our bleſſings. WS 

When we coafider your private characters, and your public 
actions, eſpectally toward the Connection, we _ acknow- 
ledge our obligations under God to you ; we mult reverence 
— for yon warts lake; we Me allow you are the bre- 
thren whoſe praiſes are in the churches, that as far as ſound- 


r fs of judgment, diſiinguiſhed bolin:ſs and ative zeal give in- 


QECC, you a e Wortiiy of it. 


It is not only for what you have done, that you are in- 1 


titled to the eſteem of your brethren, but in mauy inſtances 
you certainly bear a conſiderable ſhare of the burthen in the 


_ preſent ſupport of the work. You have made yourſelves 


accountable for the payment of all horrowed money on the 
various premiſes in the Connection. In ſome particular 
caſes you may have riſqued conſiderable ſums of money, and 
rendered your families liable to large debts (1.) You are 
certainly entitled to more than the efteem of your brethren, 
common juſtice demands that you ought to have every poſ- 
fible ſecurity for your property ; if any deeds can be made 


preferable to others, by which the whole Connection, Preachers 


and People, ſhould pledge their laſt ſhiling, to guarantee 
what you have ſo generouſly riiqucd for them, it ought to 
be done. We will allow aliy that many of your truſt decds 


imply 


a - 


_ 


1 
imply that you ought to take heed that no doctrines be 
preached in the places you are in truſt for, coutrary to thoſe 
contained in the Rev. Mr Weſley's notes on the New Tefla- 
ment, &c. In this view, we are taught to conſider you as 
the guardians of the people's conſciences. On this point, 


Brethren, permit me to be explicit. 


If, when you claim this as your office, you do it independent 


of the judgment of your brethren for whom you are in truft, we 


cannot but ſuſpect conſequences will follow of the moit ſatal 
nature. | | 
Suppoſe a congregation of two thouſand people united 
for hearing the word, and worſhiping God in any houſe held 
by Truſtees in the manner ſuppoſed, the congregation is 
unanimous, four of the Truſtees out of ſeven determine that 
doctrines are preached contrary to the © Noes;”? the two 
thouſand people and Minor Truftces ſay, No doctrines are 
preached contrary to the Bible, we indemuity your property, 
there is ſufficient ſecurity for every thing yuu riſque, let us 
worſhip God according to our conſcience. | 
We aſk, ought the major part of the Truſtees, under ſuch 
circumſtances, to perſiſt by the civil arm, to diſturb that 
congregation ? Does money? Does their LEGAL right ? Does 
truth, reaſon, or Scripture juſtify them, in comp. {ing theſe ſouls, 
either to ſubmit to them, or quit the premiſes? If Truſtees 
claim any pywwer of this nature, do they not make tliemſelves 


judges for others in what relates to their eternal ſtate? and 


is not this the very principle in which Proteſtants diſſent 


from the church of Rome? In what is the Biſhop of Rome 


more juſtly the object of abhorrence than lus claiming a ſu- 
premacy over conſcience? Aud i any man, on account of 


| his property, iufluence, <viſdlom or piety, arrogate a power, 10 


compel the conſciences of others in their duty to God, he pre- 


ciſely reſembles him who exalteth himſelf above all that is 
called God. It is probable our brethren are not aware of 


theſe conſequences. 


BZBut if they claim more than an ample ſccurity for their 


property, and the influence of their judgment as brethren in 


the churches, it remains to be determined whether they are 
not invading the rights of conſcience, | 
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This is written ona ſuppoſition that the T ructres,. who 
claim this power ot judging for thouſands iu matters of an 
eternal nature, are 73W.fe and holy men; but what inutt be the 
_ conſequence if men continue Truſtees, claim and ufe this 
power, whoſe God is their belly, and whole glory is th ir 
ſhaine ? 

What ſhall we ſay, if druntards, bars, profane pert 


*vboremongers, adzulter:rs, and thieves, aſſume and claim : marr * 


of judging for Socictics and Congregations on the awful 


ſubĩects in queltion ? If theſe ſhould be not only wicked bat 
oppreſſror and deſigning men what muſt enſue? Surely thoſe 
who are ſolicitons to \ eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of this nature know 
not what they do. 

Surely it is evident from all theſe views, that no legal 
deeds ong'.t to confer a power to judge for others in the 
things * God; and that the molt fatal conſequences mult 
follow the eſtabliſhment of ſuch principles in any religious 
community. 

Whatever means can be deviſed to accommodate all parties, 
on Scripture principles, will afford real joy to thoſe who 


wil to be r Unſolicitous to promote 


any thing elſe, I won! e this little tract with an attempt 


to point 0 't ſome of the evils which arc lixcly to eniuc a 


material divifion 1n the Mcthoduſt ( Cunnection. 


An Addesfe to the Preachers 1 Profile, united in the . b 


Saciciit 3. 


iſ. QHOULD a general diviſion take place through the 


Connection, will there not be numerous appenta to 


civil law, reſpecting the claims to preaching houſes? Nay 
will not the ſeveral Meinbers of Conference have recourle 


there, to determine the right of the property they are en- 


truſted with? Is not this an evil greatly to be dreaded, as 
ſubverſive of the whole of Chriftianity ? What a lamentable 
fight to ſee thouſands of men, who have been united for 
many vears, iu proſeſſing their hope to judge angels, appeal- 
ing to thoſe that are without, to determine who has 2 legal 

Tight to ſums of money or preaching houſes ! Who will 
| | . 


we *  . 


i 83.1 
believe theſe are tlie rollowers of them, who had all things 
common? who were forbid appeahug to the civil law in 
{rh cafcs ? 

S ircly thoſe who b licve- the New Teſtament had rather 
w:ad:r about deftitute and tormented, to ſerk the word of 
the Lord, than, at this awful period of infidchty, enjoy 
Places of worſhip on ſuch terms. Sure, it will be more ra- 
tional to take down every tone of our preaching houſes, and 
form the world, we do it to prevent difputes, than be 
ohliged to have revnnrte to the civil magiſtrate, under the 
circumſtances ſuppoſed. Of the two, 3 this will bring 
tie leuſt reproach to religion. 

2. Is there no reaſon to ſuppoſe that wer: ſuits at law, 

relative to preaching houſes, to be general through the king- 
4 m, that many rs, might, from one circumſtance or 
aiother, be injured in their property? Who will aſſert that 


| no bankruptcies would take place, no widows or orphans be 


deprived of their ſupport, and left to periſh in a mereileſs 


world, merely from this cauſc? Such effects are not impoſ- 


ſite, wy they are highly probable z and who will anſwer to 


the jus ge of the fatherl /; 5 and widow his holy habitation for 


Th neeeffacily precipitatins ſuch calamities ? 


3. Will not ſuch a divifion produce perſonal enmity with 
all its effects? will not the union between the moſt uſeful 


men in the Connection be deſtroyed? will they then love as 
brethren ? will they ſtrengthen each others hands? will they 


be tender over each others character? will they be of one 


heart aud one mind, ſtriving together for the hope of the 
Goſpel? Shall we not fee them employed in depreciating 


the * aracters of their opponents? hall we not ſee the minit- 
ters of the Jowly Jeſus opeuly reſiſting each other in the face 


of congregations, whilſt thoſe congregations breathe the lan- 
guage of contending armies? Surely none that have read 
the whole of the letters and pamphlets, which have been 


ſpread through the Societics this year, can help apprebend- 
ing ſuch conf. quencrs 
Some of them indeed manifeit the mind that was in Chriſt 


Jeſus ; they diſcover much of that love which hopeth, be- 


Tieveth, and endureth all things; but who would imagine that 


ſome of the attacks made on Meſi. Mather, B.nſvn, Brad- 


C burn, 
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burn, Moore, Rodda, Brettel, and Vaſey were made by the 


miniſters of him who delivered the ſerinon on the Mount, 
and the 14, 15, 16, and 17 chapters of John? Who can 


help concluding that if ſuch diſpoſitiuns prevail —chriſtianiiy 


is Loſt, we bave n:thing left worth contending for? Nor is 
it ſaying too muck that this mult be the cuuſcquence of ſuch 
diviſions, 

4. If perſonal enmity and ſtrife prevail, will nat confu- 
ſion and every evil work follow? If Conference and people 
divide, and ſuch eſſects attend a diriſion, who will anſwer for 
ſcattering the Societies and Congregations? How many 


thouſands of ſouls, who are now regularly intructed, will be | 
as ſheep without a ſhepherd? In how many places will the | 


Work be totally deſtroyed? What multitudes will hereby be 
plunged into all the horrors of infidelity? How will our 


profeſſion be univerſally laughed at by infidels and gain- | 
ayers? Iaftcad of ftcmming the torrent, we ſhall contribute | 


to open the flood. gates of impiety ; fo far as Methodiſm 


contributes towards it, this kingdom muſt loſe the influence | 
of the Goſpel, and inſtead of extending i it to other countries 


we ſhall ſpread the fire of hell. 

Bure then here are ſufficient motives to make us cautious 
-how we divide. 

Shall we, who in this evil day, Py onrlelves amongſt 
the moſt devoted followers of the lowly Jeſus ; ſhall we, at 

a period when his name is blaſphemed-—his Word denied— 
his Croſs trampled upon; ſhall we, whom he has ſo peculiarly 
favoured with a diſpenſation of his Goſpel, deny his autho- 
rity, inſult his 2 deſtroy his image, and by this means 
crucify him a-freſh, and put him to open ſhame? Shall we 
not rather ſubmit to his gracious command, manifeſt we 
revere his authority, and promote his kingdom? Shall we 


not rather prove, before an adulterous and ſinful generation, | 


that we are his diſciples, by loving one another. 
Surely it were better to ſacrifice every thing except a 


good conſcience ) than contribute to ſuch evils. But, when 


the way is open, when we appear only to want mutual inter- 
courſe and Chriſtian fubwiſſion to each other, why ſhould we be 


unwilling to try any expedient that may unite us? On this“ 


account we ans, 4 recommend to our brethren ſome at- 


| temp 
molt 
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tempts 
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tempts for a couſtant intercourſe with the Conference, as the 


molt Icriptural and {imple means of our union. This is the 
(id and approved way, Let us try it more fully. Iuſtead 


ot rendiag cach other iuto parties, let us, through this me- 


dium, communc wich cach other. Should this means fail, lie 
that led Liruci Eke a flock, may diſcover fume means more 
Fetus. 


N OO TEA 


(aj F HIS firvey of che New Teſtament church is 
chie fly taken from a book, entitled . A Comm pen- 

dium of Social Religion, or the Nature and Conititution of 

Chriſtian Churches, by Dan. Turner.” Printed 1758. 

Thoſe who with to fee an arrangement of the principal 
| Scriptures on that — would do well to conſult that 
work. 

(s.) It is no inconſi derable proof of the bund of the 
New Teſtament that it places men in fo endearing a relation to 
each other, as that of brethren. By this means it Jays the 
ſureſt foundation for the ſupport of civil fockty. Every 
ſpecies of fraud and injuſtice being a breach of the royal 
Ha of love; whilſt it is fululled in that word, love ane ano- 
ther. Hence it is evident that no mau ought to be ruled, 
without his conſent, unleſs either the wweatnfe of bis under- 
2 or eickedn;ſ+ of bis Life has rendered kita unfit for 

ſociety. 

Roding more need be ſaid to new the evil which muſt 


ariſe from any ſyſlem, here the body of the prople have not 


a ſufficient intereouſe with. their rulers. 
(c.) If this remerk is properly attended to, it will be 
nt that no real deviation from om plain is ſuggeſted, nd 
that the labour of Conference will aot be materiaſſy encreak d 
by an eſtabliſhed correſpondence with the Circuits. An 
Afiiftant will generally have ſufficient iuflucnct in his own 
Circuit. Diſtrict Mertings ruſt alſo be found mere capul !e 


of determining on local circumſtances than the Conferenc” ; | 


hence the caſes muſt be very fow which will be thought f 
magnitude enough by judicious men to be inveſtigated def-re 


the Conference, 2 the deciſcons of a Quarter das or Dit 2 | 


Aﬀecting. Should ſome of cur brethren ſuppoſe that tlie 


| Societies, having; no proper repreſentative i in thoſe meetings, 
their concerns may not be properly attended to. Tt would de 


well tor them to recellect, ihe body of Ius ng Preachers 


CUA 


re ©. 


rather create envy aud diſcord. 


1 


can no longer anſwer their profeſſed de ſign than they main- 
tain the affeetions of the people; that it is not a ſuppoſeat le 
caſe they will perſiſt in meaſures genreraily contrary to the 
judgment of their people, when that is clearly explained, as 
that muſt neceſſarily deſtroy their union. 

(p.) 1. Though it ſeemed proper to propoſe ſume pla: of 


this nature, yet I with to obferve that us the chief det. n 


of the Eſſay is to promote a fuller inte cuutſe through t 
the whole body, I am not partial to this more than any other; 
but ſhould rejoice to fre any lan which will be molt effectual 
for the purpoſe. 2. "The tendency of this is not fo much o 


determine the particular ſubjects now in diſpute, as to fix a 


means whereby any ſubject may be detern: ined. | 
(.) In conſequence of the printed Letter J have re- 
ceived different hints, ſome of which are annex: : 
Letter I. We think the inequality of votes propoſed w:ll 


Letter II. I think the firſt thing ſhould be to have the 


' Stewards the fair repreſeutatives of the people. 2. You 


ought to have Delegates from your Quarterly Meeting at 
the Diſtrict Meeting. 3. A Steward thall have as many 
votes as he repreſents Claſſes. No Preacher Traveling or 
Local onght to have dozbl or tretle power. The Chairman 

in all caſes has a cating vote. Your dividing votes among 
Truſtees, Circuit, aud Town Stewards is very curions, I 
hope the Lord wilt preſ rve us from it. Let every cafe only 


de brought fairly before a Quarterly, and if not ſettled there, 


then before a Diſtriẽt Mceting ; and this will prevent the 
neceſſity of more votes than the different Societies require. 

I annex theſe remarks that a variety of ſentimeats may be 
ſeen on the ſame ſubjet. Would obſerve that the plan in- 
ſcrted here implies, that if Societies are diſſatisfied with the 
determination of any ſubject, every Claſs Leader may collect 
the ſentiments of his people for or againft a queſtion pro- 
poſed ; theſe may be ſcat to a Quarter-day, Diſtrict, or Coa- 
ference Meeting in caſes of ncceffity ; but as it is to be 
hoped the general determinations of „„ Meetings 
would meet the apprabation of the people, applications to 
chem individually would rarel, oc ur. 


y 


„ 
By this means 6 influence of an individual, though he 
ha! four votes, could ſeldom injure the body. 


Letter III. It appears vou conceive of Methodiſm, as 


if it wanted a more perfect connection of 1 its parts. I judge 


preciicly the {a.ne. 


- When Mr W. "0 y was ke from us every Member ood 
in another caggeltz than that in which he had ſtood before. 
Orr church {cr © het it be called what it may) onght to have 
been organtz-d, — d a regular chain of communication form- 
ed from the Conference to each individual member. Partial 
amendments have been introduced by every ſucceeding Con- 
ference, but a general plan is ſtill wanting; yours might at 


leaſt be an improvement. Certain it is, the nearer our 


approximation to the primitive church the leſs labour ſhall 


we have in future, as we hall be ſpared the trouble of 


ripping our paltry patchwork, and ſhall be riſing propertion- 


y towards an evangelic completion. 


If you have conſidered the ſubject of the Lord's 


in a divine and ſcriptural poiat of view, I acquieſce i in your 

ſentiments. "The more God is taken into our account, the 
leſs liable ſh:ll we be to err. Vulgar prejudices and worldly - 
prudence have ever been injurious to the religion of Jeſus. 
Chriſt. No man has a right to force the conſcience of ano- 
ther. The œconomy of God, as our moral and gracious 


lawgiver, does not enjoin my conſcience to pay venal ſub- 
miſſion to the will of any creature. It is a duty therefore 
which I owe to him, neither to ſuffer any thing to be forced 


on my conſcience, nor to permit it to be debarred of any 


thing, which it apprehends from the light of revelation and 
analogy of faith, to be advantageous to the welfare of my 


ſoul. I believe there are no real grounds for ſuppoſing a 


diviſion of the Preachers will take place. An accommoda- 
tion, without a ſcriptural principle may be a preventive of 
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G.) Theſe r. fleFions are purſued, becauſe they appear to rei- 
* the origin of the evil. 

Thoſe who are ſolicitous for the adminiſtration of the Sa- 
crament being frequently cenſured by the oppoſite party, 
1. As wanting to introduce innovations. 2. To aſpire after 
finful honors. It muit be granted, that the adminiſtration 

of the Sacraments by itinerant preachers is an innovation 

amongſt the Methodiſt Societies, but till it is proved unſcrip- 

tural. Men who believe the Bible, will not be moved by the 
| ment. | 

« The preachers are ambitious ;”” where are the men? 
What proofs do they give of their ambition ? Should the in- 
troduction of the Sacraments, or attempts to eſtabliſh ai 
particular form of government, which they think likely ro - 

| Promote true religion be alledged, impartial minds will re- 
quire ſtronger proofs. 

Had ambition or intereſt, moved men of ſuch capacities, 
as Meſſ. Thompſon, Benſon, Bradburn, and many others, 

who might be named. Inſtead of having all the ſweets of 
ſocial and domeſtie life, connected with the interference of 
others ; perhaps their afluence and independance in life had 
been equal to thouſands of their people, who owe their frit 
motives to ſobricty and induſtry to their labours. 

When I have obſerved the cottages of thoſe who compoſe 
the maſs of our Societies, I have thought ſume of our preach- 
ers, in ſome inſtances, were not ſufficiently ſenſible of the 
love of their people; they did not recollect that their ſup- 
port was materially derived from perſons who had much leſs 

of the comforts of life than themſelves ; but when we find the 
charge of ambition does not ariſe from them, but from men 
ſurrounded with affluence and enjoying the elegancies of life; 
it muſt only be faid, they have not conſidered, on what terms 
| they would ſacrifice their enjoyments for the daily martyrdum 
of itineran 
| =. Prefer the Sacrament. The more cloſely the ſubjeR 
Is confidered merely on ſcripture ground; the more it will 
F appear that no member of a religious Society ought to ſe. 
5 parate from his brethren, merely becauſe they prefer commu- 
Ex” nicating with the members of their own Society; on that 
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en and Ve 
*. which- make m ſuch. term of umu. 3 
(1) Large debts. Perbaps d mot ſes e rente ate - 
'c:tain ſecurity ; but there are others! in veluch there is a great 
{probability «f their tie mg worth one bank of the d. bt 
upon them. I ſprak fro m fe. On that nerount FTrulees 
ought to have fecyrity from the Members of Conference, dt 
a ſuſficicnt number of them, that ſuch k uſes ſhall be pro- 
vided for by the body of. tigerant Preachers, vr the parti 
indemniſicd; as a ' divitiow in Conf. renee and with-drawidg 
the Preachers might involve few 1 * de 7 7g 
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